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Dear Patent Business Customer: 



The United States Patent and Trademark Office (^'Office'*) is now permitting and encouraging applicants 
to voluntarily submit amendments in a revised format as set forth in Amesdments IN a Revised Format 

Now Permitted, Off. Gaz. Par Office _ (February 25, 2003), currently available on the USPTO 

web site at htt p:/Avw\v.uspto,gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opla/preognoticc/revamdtprac.htm ^ The 
revised formal permits amendments to the specification and claims to be made in a single marked-up 
version; the requirement for a clean version is eliminated. Anached, you will find a flyer with information 
and instructions regarding the procedures to be used to comply with the revised format. The flyers are 
being inserted with out-going Office actions mailed during the period of February 20, 2003 - March 31, 



The revised amendment format is essentially the same as the amendment format for the specification, 
claims, and drawings that the Office is considering adopting via a revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (Manner of 
Making Amendments). Tht revision to 37 CFR 1.121 (if adopted) will simplify amendment submission 
and improve file management. This proposed revision and others necessary to facilitate a gradual 
transition to the use of an Electronic File Wrapper (EFW) will be set forth in a Notice of Proposed Rule 
making (NPR), expected to be published by March 2003. After consideration of public comments, the 
Office anticipates adopting a revision to § 1.121, following publication of a Notice of Final Rule making 
(NFR), expected by June 2003, at which point compliance with revised § 1.121 will be mandatory. 

The Office will continue to accept your amendment submissions in the revised format during the voluntary 
period, which will extend up to the effective date of final revisions to § 1.121. The Office also encourages 
your feedback on the proposed revised amendment fonnat and other changes set forth in the NPR, 
expected to be published by March 2003. 

For assistance: Any questions regarding the submission of amendments pursuant to the revised practice 
should be directed to Office of Patent Legal Adminisn-ation (OPLA), Legal Advisors Elizabeth Dougherty 
( Elizabeth. Douqhertv(g^uspto.gov ). Gena Jones f Eugenia.Jonesfg>uspto.g ov^ or Joe Narcavage 
( Joseph.Narcava[;crg: uspto.gov ). Alternately, you may send e-mail to "Patent Practice", the OPLA e- 
mail address that has been established for receiving queries and questions about patent practice and 
procedures or telephone OPLA at (703) 305-1616. 



2003. 




Nicholas P. Godici 
Commissioner for Patents 



Attachment: Flyer entitled: Revised Notice^ AMENDMENTS MAY NOPV BE SUBMITTED IN 
REVISED FORMAT 



Attachaeat for PT0^94S (Rev. 03/01, or etriier) 

The below text replices the pre-printed text under the heaiding, 
*«Inronnatjoa oo How to Effect Drawing Changes,** on the back 
oir the PTO-948 (Rev. 01/01, or eartier) form. 

INFOftMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAW INC CHANGES 



1. CorrwilM tr Ur«nMlkki - JT CFR US / 

New comcnd dnwiags ohm be filed with the chinges incofpomcd therein 
McqM^ MMa: if provided. itouU iMlude the 
idvcmor'i oame, ud tppliaiioa ounbcr. or dockcc number (if My) if «a 
■pftftiritw tuadwr hu mat bcion migimf fn thr tpplintiiTfi if this iafiKnacioa is 
provided, k M be placed on die toM of each slieei aiid cemcred within tb^^ 
narfia. irceri«eiaddriwii«sarerequiitdiaiNoiiceof Ailow«bility<l>TOL' 
)7). the mw dr«»ii«l MUST be filed within the T1IRCC MONTH ghottened 
—MMiy parted laifcfrMyia die Nodce of Anowabtth) Extcmiow of time 
war NQTba oblriMd Mdar the ptovirioM ofJT CFR l.t)6(a) or (h) ferliring 
the oonected drtwliy iftef d» mailiag of a Notice of Altowebaity. The 
drawii^ dwuid bo filed as a Mpaiate paper with a traiismittal leacr addressed to 

the Official DraftspersoiL 

2. Corrcctieas other than Informalitlet Noted by Oraftsperton on form PTO- 
941. 

Alt changes to the drawings, wher than informalities noted (he Oraittper ton. 
MUST be made in the »m« manner as above except that, normally, a hiyhliahied 
(preferably red ink) sketch ot the changes to be incorporneo mto the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner bet'orc th< jppiK-auon will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made, other - run v;ofrection oi 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the propo>co vhinwcs 

Timing of Correciioni 

Applicat^i is required to submit the drawtng corr-iciioni w\ihtn ihe 
lime period set in the attached Office cotnmuntcauotA Sec j~ CFR 
I 85(a). 

Failure to take cor:g;'Ac icnon vMilun the sei pc; J '•mII reiiili m 
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